
SYLVA, NORTH CAROLINA (outside Asheville): David 
Southworth, the developer of Balsam Mountain Preserve, 
has a worn passport for work. Over his four-decade career, 
he has been involved in the development of 20+ commu-
nities that stretch across a distance of 6,000 miles from the 
shores of Scotland (Machrihanish Dunes) to Tucson, Ari-
zona (The Club at Starr Pass). “One of my favorite projects 
was Liberty National on New York Bay,” recalled David. 
“I worked with Paul and Dan Firemen at Liberty and am 
very proud of my contributions to that complex project.  
I also enjoyed working in the shadows of The Statue of 
Liberty, the gateway to America, and hearing peoples’ 
stories and family histories related to the site.”

A Discovery

Balsam Mountain Preserve lies just off the Great Smoky 
Mountain Expressway, 40 miles southwest of Asheville. 
In addition to its acclaimed Arnold Palmer Signature Golf 
Course, membership privileges include multiple dining op-
tions, a first-class equestrian center, fitness and spa facilities, 
tennis and pickleball and over forty miles of hiking trails, 
with access to Class A trout streams. 
“I became aware of Balsam Mountain 
during its original development as people 
from the Palmer company would tell us 
about a magnificent project they were 
working on when they would visit with 
us as we were adding nine holes of Palmer 

golf to our Starr Pass project in Tucson, AZ. I was fascinated 
by the complexity and magnitude of the development.

“The project went through a lot of heartache during 
and after the recession but was finally put back together by 
the owner prior to me. He made the community worth 
investing in and I jumped at the chance when it hit the 
market. The more I’ve since learned about Balsam Moun-
tain, the more impressed I am and the more I applaud 
the original developers.”

After purchasing Balsam Mountain Preserve, David 
“rolled up his sleeves.”

“In addition to believing in your vision for a particular 
property, it’s important to be a good listener. I believe we 
were given 2 ears and 1 mouth for that reason,” grinned 
Southworth. “I also believe Balsam has the winning ingre-
dients—wonderful amenities, outstanding infrastructure, 
an amazing climate, spectacular beauty, no debt, a well 
thought out development plan and most importantly, a 

sincere and supportive membership! I 
believe we’ve been successful at remov-
ing the fear of building a home—yet 
leaving the fun!” ■

For membership information, please 
visit BalsamMountainPreserve.com.
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Balsam Mountain Preserve, a true private sanctuary, has only 
one way in and one way out, unless you arrive by helicopter.

The biodiversity in the Western North Carolina 
mountains is greater than in any other region in 
the world, except for South China. With some of 
the cleanest water in America flowing through 

its streams, its ecosystem supports 800 species 
of plants and the vast forests that cover the 

Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains.

“It epitomizes everything about a great golf 
course. I accomplished my goal to create a 
design that justified its majestic setting.”   

— ARNOLD PALMER

Balsam Mountain Preserve— 
where every hole is a postcard.

https://balsammountainpreserve.com/

